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of the situation had been thereby altered, Mar-
shall did not believe. "To men who think as you
and I do," he wrote Story, toward the end of
1834, "the present is gloomy enough; and the fu-
ture presents no cheering prospect. In the South
. . . those who support the Executive do not sup-
port the Government. They sustain the personal
power of the President, but labor incessantly to
impair the legitimate powers of the Government.
Those who oppose the rash and violent measures
of the Executive . . . are generally the bitter ene-
mies of Constitutional Government. Many of
them are the avowed advocates of a league; and
those who do not go the whole length, go a great
part of the way. What can we hope for in such
circumstances?"

Yet there was one respect in which the signifi-
cance of Marshall's achievement must have been
as clear to himself as it was to his contemporaries
He had failed for the time being to establish hi*
definition of national power, it is true, but he har
made the Supreme Court one of the great polit:
cal forces of the country.    The very ferocity wit
which the pretensions of the Court were assailec
in certain quarters was indirect proof of its powe:
but there was also direct testimony of a high orde: